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	ABC Fire Department General Operating Guideline



Law Enforcement Directions


This is a sample of a standard operating guideline (SOG) on this topic. You should review the content, modify as appropriate for your organization, have it reviewed by your leadership team and if appropriate your legal counsel. Once adopted, make sure the SOG is communicated to members, implemented and performance monitored for effective implementation.

Purpose:
To establish safe practices that address when a law enforcement officer gives directions to an emergency vehicle.

Procedure:
The emergency vehicle shall comply with the directions of a sworn law enforcement officer, including a signal to stop.

Law enforcement officials may direct the specific positioning, or repositioning, of emergency vehicles on an incident scene to maintain traffic flow, reduce bottlenecks, enhance scene safety, and prevent secondary collisions.  Compliance with such direction is generally required of emergency vehicle drivers and their supervisors or chiefs; if a difference of opinion regarding scene safety arises, it should be raised in a cooperative fashion with the ranking law enforcement officer on the scene.  

Note– State motor vehicle codes may contain provisions describing the on scene relationships between various public safety entities including fire departments, rescue squads, law enforcement agencies, highway departments, and others; fire department managers, supervisors, chiefs, and emergency vehicle drivers must become familiar with these specific provisions.  Establishing positive and mutually supporting relationships, through training and exercises, with law enforcement and other members of the public safety community is highly recommended.


This is a sample guideline furnished to you by VFIS. Your organization should review this guideline and make the necessary modifications to meet your organization’s needs. The intent of this guideline is to assist you in reducing exposure to the risk of injury, harm or damage to personnel, property and the general public. For additional information on this topic, contact your VFIS Risk Control representative.

References:
West Redding (CT) VFD – GOG 10-EVO-1013 Developed/Revised/Reviewed by VFIS ETC

image1.jpeg
€3VFIS




