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	ABC Fire Department General Operating Guideline



Protective Clothing


This is a sample of a standard operating guideline (SOG) on this topic. You should review the content, modify as appropriate for your organization, have it reviewed by your leadership team and if appropriate your legal counsel. Once adopted, make sure the SOG is communicated to members, implemented and performance monitored for effective implementation.

Purpose:
To determine the protective clothing levels and the appropriate level to be utilized at specific incidents.

Procedure:
Levels of full protective clothing will be determined by the following:
· Full protective clothing — consists of helmet, protective coat, protective bunker pants, protective footwear, gloves, and protective hood. Protective clothing shall be consistent with that issued by the ____________ Fire Department.
· Full protective clothing with self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) — full protective clothing with the addition of SCBA.

Incident types and clothing level will be determined by the following:
· Structural Fire Responses — Full protective clothing with SCBA will be worn by all personnel expected to perform interior operations. Those personnel expected to perform exterior operations, support functions or command roles shall wear full protective clothing.
· Vehicle/Dumpster Fire — Full protective clothing with SCBA shall be worn by all personnel involved in fire suppression and overhaul.
· Brush Fire/Outside Misc. Fire – Full protective clothing shall be worn during the initial stages of operation. The incident commander may increase or decrease levels of protective clothing based on the incident needs.
· Rescue
· Hazardous Atmosphere: Full protective clothing with SCBA will be utilized within the designated hazardous area.
· Non-Hazardous Atmosphere: Use of protective clothing will follow the nature of the incident as further determined by specific SOGs.
· Motor Vehicle Accidents — All personnel involved in hazard control, extrication and vehicle stabilization shall wear full protective clothing. Personnel involved in patient care shall wear full protective clothing when the incident commander deems the scene hazardous enough to order a hose line to be in place. EMS personnel shall wear full protective clothing when operating in heavy road traffic areas.
· Service/Misc. Calls — Full protective clothing shall be worn in the initial stages of the operation or until deemed otherwise by the incident commander.
· Hazardous Materials — Refer to Haz-Mat SOG for appropriate protective clothing level.
· Medical — Full protective clothing shall be carried on the ambulance. Personnel operating at medical incidents will wear protective clothing per the Bloodborne Pathogen Policy.

When units are returning from incidents or on routine assignments, the level of protective clothing worn shall be determined by the environmental conditions present, full protective clothing must be carried on the vehicle at all times. If a unit is dispatched to an incident while on the road, such unit will pull to a safe traffic position and park allowing all personnel to don full protective clothing prior to responding to their dispatched incident.



This is a sample guideline furnished to you by VFIS. Your organization should review this guideline and make the necessary modifications to meet your organization’s needs. The intent of this guideline is to assist you in reducing exposure to the risk of injury, harm or damage to personnel, property and the general public. For additional information on this topic, contact your VFIS Risk Control representative.
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