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	ABC Fire Department General Operating Guideline



Sprinklered Building Operations


This is a sample of a standard operating guideline (SOG) on this topic. You should review the content, modify as appropriate for your organization, have it reviewed by your leadership team and if appropriate your legal counsel. Once adopted, make sure the SOG is communicated to members, implemented and performance monitored for effective implementation.

Purpose:
To provide guidelines for operations at buildings that have sprinkler systems.

Procedure:
· It shall be the responsibility of the Incident Commander to ensure that the sprinkler system is supplemented by pumping a fire department connection in the initial stages of an incident.

· The initial arriving engine shall position near the fire department connection and perform one of the following operations:
· Fire department connection on the building:
· Connect two ________ hose lines to the Siamese.
· Remote fire department connection:
· Connect a 5” hose with a 30 degree fitting or connect two 2 1/2“ hose lines. 

· If the building has a standpipe system, the standpipe GOG will take precedence.

· The sprinkler, system shall be pumped at 150 psi at the discharge of the engine. If the engine cannot maintain 150 psi, this means too many sprinkler heads have fused and an additional engine will be required to help supply the system.

· Pump operators should be aware of the possibility of pumping against a closed or defective check valve. This can be accomplished by closing the discharge of the hose supplying the sprinkler. If the check valve was open, an increase in pump pressure should occur. If the valve was closed, there will be no increase in- the pump pressure because water was not entering the system. The pump operator shall immediately notify the IC if’ water is not entering the system.

· The second arriving engine shall provide water supply to the initial engine. The use of private fire hydrants should be avoided because of the possibility of decreasing the flow of water to the sprinkler system.



This is a sample guideline furnished to you by VFIS. Your organization should review this guideline and make the necessary modifications to meet your organization’s needs. The intent of this guideline is to assist you in reducing exposure to the risk of injury, harm or damage to personnel, property and the general public. For additional information on this topic, contact your VFIS Risk Control representative.
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