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	ABC Fire Department General Operating Guideline



Seat Belt Use


This is a sample of a standard operating guideline (SOG) on this topic. You should review the content, modify as appropriate for your organization, have it reviewed by your leadership team and if appropriate your legal counsel. Once adopted, make sure the SOG is communicated to members, implemented and performance monitored for effective implementation.

Purpose:
To establish appropriate and safe behavior regarding the use of safety belts when operating or riding in an emergency vehicle.

Procedure:
All persons driving or riding in fire department vehicles shall be seated in approved riding positions with seatbelts or safety restraints fastened at all times when the vehicle is in motion. 

The driver shall not begin to move the vehicle until all passengers are seated and properly secured. All passengers shall remain seated and secured as long as the vehicle is in motion. Seatbelts shall not be loosened or released while enroute to dress or don equipment.

Members shall not attempt to mount or dismount from a moving vehicle under any circumstances.

Exception
A fire department member who is providing direct patient care inside an ambulance shall be permitted to release momentarily the seat belt while the vehicle is in motion – IF IT IS ESSENTIAL TO PROVIDE PATIENT CARE.  When the procedure has been completed, the fire department member shall refasten the seatbelt.  Time without the protection of a seat belt shall be minimized.


This is a sample guideline furnished to you by VFIS. Your organization should review this guideline and make the necessary modifications to meet your organization’s needs. The intent of this guideline is to assist you in reducing exposure to the risk of injury, harm or damage to personnel, property and the general public. For additional information on this topic, contact your VFIS Risk Control representative.
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West Redding (CT) VFD – GOG 10-EVO-1005 Developed/Revised/Reviewed by VFIS ETC
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