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	ABC Fire Department General Operating Guideline



Speed Limitations


This is a sample of a standard operating guideline (SOG) on this topic. You should review the content, modify as appropriate for your organization, have it reviewed by your leadership team and if appropriate your legal counsel. Once adopted, make sure the SOG is communicated to members, implemented and performance monitored for effective implementation.

Purpose:
To establish practices that limit the speed of vehicles to that which allows the driver/operator to maintain safe control of the vehicle at all times.

Scope:
All personnel.

Procedure:
To have all personnel understand that operating a vehicle above safe speeds greatly increases the probability of an accident. To prevent death, injury, and property damage. This includes:
· State laws on vehicle speeds
· Exemptions to state laws Impact of exercising exemption to state law
· Speed limitations for each vehicle and reasons why
· Technical reasons for limiting speed (weight, center of gravity, etc.)
· Weather condition considerations
· Reaction time of driver, and stopping distance
· With advent of early warning systems, the need to rush to fires has dramatically diminished
· Review NFPA  1500, Chapter 6: Fire Apparatus, Equipment, and Drivers/Operators

This is a sample guideline furnished to you by VFIS. Your organization should review this guideline and make the necessary modifications to meet your organization’s needs. The intent of this guideline is to assist you in reducing exposure to the risk of injury, harm or damage to personnel, property and the general public. For additional information on this topic, contact your VFIS Risk Control representative.

References:
NVFC "Emergency Vehicle Safe Operations For Volunteer and Small Combination Emergency Service Organizations"
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