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FIRE DEPARTMENT SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT 
Bulletin #55, “Houston, we have a problem,” April 22, 2022 
 

There are 2,854 PFAS contaminated sites reported in all 50 states as of October 4, 2021.1  
 
You may already be aware that 130,000 gallons of toxic Class B firefighting foams were used at the 2019 

ITC storage tank fire in Houston, Texas.2  Here are some recent states’ related PFAS actions listed out. 

 

State 
On-going Foam  

Take Back Program 
# of water 

contamination sites  
Further Details 

Alaska Proposed 
 

136 
136 total wells identified as being over action levels.3  

California 
PFAS ban began  
Jan 1, 2022 

 
146 

“At least 146 public water systems serving nearly 16 
million Californians have already detected traces of the 
two most pervasive chemicals — perfluorooctanoic 
acid (PFOA) and perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS) — 
in their well water...”4 

Colorado 
Collecting through 
February 28, 2022 

 
501 

 
501 sites in Colorado5 

Connecticut 
Launched in 2021 - 
Two stage program 

 
4 

Testing in process 
Connecticut is currently inspecting 2,400 sites for 
PFAS contamination.6 

Illinois 
Voluntary take-back 
program is proposed 

 
 
 
 

100+ 

Illinois is conducting 1,456 entry points testing 
representing 1,749 community water supplies in 
Illinois.7  “More than 100 drinking water systems 
across Illinois, including some in the Chicago area, 
have tested positive for measurable levels of harmful 
contaminants known as “forever chemicals” that are 
linked to cancer, liver damage, high blood pressure 
and other health threats.”8 

Indiana 
Program beginning 
February 2022 

 
Testing in process Indiana has established a 3 stage water testing 

sampling for PFAS statewide.9 

Massachusetts 2018 – 2019 

 
 
 

Estimated at 246 

“…70% of communities have detectable levels of the 
six most dangerous PFAS chemicals in their ground 
and surface waters. When looking at a wider range of 
PFAS chemicals, 91% of communities have detectable 
amounts in at least one of their drinking water 
sources.”10 

Michigan 2019 - 2020 
 

165 
…”the number of confirmed PFAS contaminated sites 
has grown to 165, up from 93 in June 2020.11 

New 
Hampshire 

2018 

 
 
 

438 

Of the 1,880 sources of drinking water that supply 
public water systems in New Hampshire, as of 
September 2020, approximately 78% (1,459 sources) 
have been sampled for PFAS with approximately 30% 
of wells having detections of PFOA, PFOS, PFHxS, 
and PFNA.12 

New Jersey 
Program enacted 
2021 – in process 

 
35 

“Researchers have identified 35 New Jersey sites 
where drinking-water tests in recent years reveal 
contamination with two toxic PFAS chemicals exceed 
limits now being implemented by state officials.”13 

 

 

 

https://www.epa.gov/fedfac/technical-fact-sheet-perfluorooctane-sulfonate-pfos-and-perfluorooctanoic-acid-pfoa-0
https://www.epa.gov/fedfac/technical-fact-sheet-perfluorooctane-sulfonate-pfos-and-perfluorooctanoic-acid-pfoa-0


 

State 
On-going Foam 

Take Back Program 
 

# of water 
contamination sites Water Contamination 

New York 
Collected through 

2018 

 
8 

“8 exceeded NYS’s PFOA MCL of 10 ppt. 8 additional 
wells would exceed Michigan’s PFOA standard of 8 
ppt.”14 

Rhode Island 2018 - 2019 

 
12 

“At least one PFAS compound was found in 445 of the 
87 systems that were tested, and 12 systems had 
levels above 20 ppt for the five chemicals highlighted 
in the petition.”15 

Texas Proposed bill / ban 

 
 

130 

“Nearly half a million Texans live within three miles of 
sites where groundwater has been deemed 
“extremely” contaminated, a byproduct of firefighters 
spraying high-tech foam to extinguish blazes at bases 
since 1970.”16 

Vermont 
State partners with 
local fire departments 

 
8 

As part of Act 21, 8 sites have been identified as over 
limits.17 

Washington Ban effective 7/1/2018 
 

Unknown 
“On November 3, 2021, the Washington Department 
of Ecology (Ecology) published its final PFAS 
Chemical Action Plan (Plan)…”18 

Wisconsin 
In process – budgeted 
2020 / 2021 

 
80 

“About 80 PFAS contamination sites have been 
discovered in Wisconsin, with some of the worst pollution 
in Marinette, Peshtigo, Madison, and La Crosse.”19  

 

USEPA has undertaken a federal analysis that has found over 100,000 sites where the carcinogenic 

chemical has contaminated nearby drinking water wells.20 
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